Name__________________________________________________________________________  Block______

Persuasive Letter Prewriting



1. Choose a topic and complete your claim statement (persuasive statement) below.  Inspired by our reading of Tears of a Tiger, choose the ONE issue that you believe is most pressing in the lives of teens and deserves immediate action.  Example claim:  Depression is an important issue facing teens today that deserves increased attention in public schools. 

Depression...

Alcohol abuse…

Distracted or impaired driving…

Drug and/or Tobacco abuse…

Eating disorders…

Bullying and violence (including cyber-bullying)…

2. What specific change will you suggest for our school (you may revise your idea based on your research)? Outline your suggested change below.  Make sure that your suggestion is something that your school-based audience can do.  For example, you may write to the principal, Mrs. Schafer, about posting suicide hotline numbers throughout the school building; your guidance counselor, Mrs. Magness, about creating student support groups; or Mrs. Guest-Scott and/or your academy teacher about including a reading on your topic during the school year.  

3. Who is your audience?  Based on the solution/action you will propose, record the name and job title of your audience below.  If you need help with this part, ask your teacher for help.

You will write to this person at the school’s address:

622 W. Hwy 46

Spencer, IN  47460

4. Research using only the websites provided for your selected topic.  Below, list your most significant support points.  TWO are required, but you may choose to add more on your own paper as needed.  Remember, in a persuasive letter you must first convince your audience that your issue is a problem.  Then, you will request action that you believe will help solve the problem. You will do both through sharing researched information.

1st piece of research must be a statistic.  Be sure to explain what is important about this detail:

Source Information: (Use the MLA citation guide to format this information.)

2nd piece of research must support the solution/action you will suggest for the school (quote, compelling fact, statistic, etc.)  Be sure to explain what is important about this detail:

Source Information: (Use the MLA citation guide to format this information.)

Remember to do the following as you write:

· Instead of saying “I think” or “I believe,” state your opinions as fact, then give evidence to support your point of view. 


· Only use “you” or “your” when directly addressing the person to whom you are writing.  For example:  Thank you for your time and interest in this very important teen issue. Do not use “you” as an indefinite pronoun.


· When writing formally you should not use contractions, abbreviations, or slang.

· When you use research, either paraphrase (put the same information into your own words) or incorporate a direct quote (use the exact words of a source with quotation marks at the beginning and end of the quote) into one of your sentences.  Be sure to mention the source of the information.  You must do this correctly or it is considered plagiarism (serious academic dishonesty).  If you are unsure, ASK!

Example paraphrase (researched information in my own words):  According to the 2005 “Monitoring the Future” study, three-fourths of high school students have consumed alcoholic beverages.

Example direct quote (the EXACT words of the source surrounded by quotation marks):  According to the 2005 “Monitoring the Future” study, “three out of every four students (75 percent) have consumed alcohol (more than just a few sips) by the end of high school.”

· In addition to your letter, you will also be creating a works cited page with source information for the research you choose to use in your letter.  Follow the MLA guide given in class to format this page and each works cited entry correctly. 
Persuasive Letter Planning

Paragraph 1

	Attention-getting lead-in: (This could be a startling statistic, a compelling quote, a provocative question, or a strong statement.  Remember, you should quickly establish that your issue is a problem that needs to be addressed.)



	Link:  (Include a 2-3 sentence link that connects your attention-getting lead-in with your claim statement.)



	Claim Statement: (This is your persuasive statement, #1 from your prewriting)



	Call to Action: (Briefly summarize what you want your reader to do—#2 from your prewriting)




Paragraph 2

	Explain your reason for requesting change using your research.  Incorporate research with your own words and ideas to make your persuasive point:   (Questions you must answer in this paragraph:  Why is this issue important?  Why should change happen now? What would your suggested change accomplish? How?)




Paragraph 3

	Restate your main idea, including a brief recap of your suggestion for change:



	Restate why your issue is important:



	Close with gratitude for the reader’s time:




1234 Student Street

(This is YOUR street address!)
Spencer, IN 47460

October 26, 2013

Mrs. Rhonda Schafer, Principal
Owen Valley High School  


622 W. State Hwy. 46

(This is the SCHOOL’S street address!)
Spencer, IN 47460

Dear Mrs. Schafer:

According to Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD), “in 2006, more than 17,600 people died in alcohol related car crashes in the United States.”  Considering all our society knows about the dangers of impaired driving, this statistic is truly startling.  When one remembers the husbands, wives, children, and friends affected by this crime, the impact of impaired drivers is even more devastating.  Impaired driving is a pressing issue that deserves increased attention at Owen Valley High School.  Taking steps to educate students now about the dangers of impaired driving through convocations, guest speakers, and special programs will positively impact our community for years to come.

The lives of past, present, and future Owen Valley High School students are at risk each day on our roads.  A recent Time Magazine article states that research dating back to 1983 recognizes that alcohol advertising and alcohol use on television create a message that makes the task of alcohol education programs more and more difficult.  The school’s role in contributing to the solution of this problem cannot be underestimated.  By creating new alcohol education programs, Owen Valley High School could take a leading role in helping students to develop safe driving habits in high school and beyond.  Educators could help create an environment that exerts positive pressure on students to make wise choices behind the wheel in contrast with the advertising students see elsewhere.

As one of the main sources of guidance in students’ lives, Owen Valley High School cannot afford to be uninvolved in the issue of impaired driving.  By adding convocations, guest speakers, and special programs, the school can reinforce the life-saving message that alcohol and driving are a lethal combination.  Please consider adding new alcohol education and safe driving programs to the schedule of convocations this year.  This change will benefit students and the community.  Thank you for your time and consideration.


Sincerely,
Jane Doe

Jane Doe




Owen Valley High School, Class of 2017

(This is YOUR name and signature!)



Inspired by our reading, identify a pressing problem facing teens today.





Research the problem and possible solutions/ actions to help teens.








Write a persuasive letter convincing your audience that your issue is a problem, and suggest a solution for our school.








